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Computer¬ 
watching on 
election 
night: 

At 3 a.m., a 
little bit of 
hand-cream 
can slow-up 
the count 

. FOR THE COUNTY'S 
ELECTION WORKERS ^ 

IT WAS A LONG, 

WEARY WAIT.. Paqe 8 


Compiled by 
John Heston, 
Benett Kessler 


A NEWS ALTERNATIVE ♦ EASTERN SIERRA NEWS SERVICE 


WE'RE LATE - POSTAL HOLIDAY 

The Inyo County News-Let¬ 
ter is going out late this 
week and it may arrive two or 
three days late for many sub¬ 
scribers. A postal holiday 
precluded mailing on Friday. 


—---BIOETHICS? 

Emergency patients 
turned away 

"DOCTOR SHORTAGE" AT LONE PINE 


News Briefs 


The COUNTY 


HERR LONDON "OFF THE WALL" AGAIN; ANOTHER 
SHOOTING; MORE ON MONO LAKE: AND WHITHER 
THE CHARCOAL KILNS? 


OR TWO WEEKENDS NOW, TRAUMA (EMERGENCY) 
patients seeking help at Southern Inyo 
Hospital's emergency room have been turn¬ 
ed away, refused help due - if the statement 
of the hospital administrator is accurate - 
to a lack of an available medical staff* 

The situation was brought dramatically 
to light over the current weekend when a man 


E ven as his constituents were going to the 

polls to defeat him last week. Supervisor 
Herbert London was coming off the wall with 
another of his less-than-diplonatic comments: 

"These people," he announced for all to 
hear if not to agree with, "breed like rabbits, 
If she's having a sixth baby, the money ought 
to go for birth control." London was comment- 
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Evin lappas, the 
26-year-old Bishop 
woman accused in the 
pistol slaying of 
her step-father, was 
in Superior r ourt 
for what officials 
called a "confident¬ 
ial" hearing last 
week when she col¬ 
lapsed with a seiz¬ 
ure - her second 
since being charged 
in the shooting. m ak- 
en to Southern r nyo 
Hospital N y the In¬ 
dependence Rescue un¬ 
it t she was treated 
and released. Offici¬ 
als would release no 
details of the hear¬ 
ing, but said it in- 
P l | volved her children 
"and a custody issue." 


NEWS BRIEFS, Continued , 

ing on the health department s "WIC" program, 
a project -which provides $2f> per month to wom¬ 
en and children needing nutritional help. The 
county nutritionist, Susan Almond, had asked 
the supervisors' approval of a federal con¬ 
tract providing WIC funds. London questioned 
whether the money would actually go toward 
feeding women and their children - and had ask¬ 
ed for an example. Almond them mentioned!a 
woman suffering anemia in her fifth or sixth 
pregnancy* Following London's remark. Super¬ 
visor Chairman Richard McDonald quipped: "You 
mean, Herb, that youire re commending contracep¬ 
tion over cottage cheese?" Almond T s request 
was granted, with London voting no; it looks 
like more cottage cheese-is in store* 

"H if 

THE VANDALS IN THE SOUTH END OF THE COUNTY 
knew what to do with the old bricks in the 
historic charcoal kilns south of Lone ^inej 
county officialdom does not, at least not yet 
The vandals shoot them full of holes and scat¬ 
ter them around, a fact which makes County Mu¬ 
seum Director Charles Irwin unhappy. He wants 
to block the road to the kilns, and would the 
supervisors approve? He got at least one ans¬ 
wer from Supervisor Dick Engel of Bishop: "If 
I can't see them," reasoned Engel, "what's 

the value?" It was the kind of seeming prag¬ 
matism that leaves historians and museum di¬ 
rectors muttering under their breaths, but 


Irwin could be patient. H e mentioned "intrins¬ 
ic value" that had priority over mere public 
access. The supervisors agreed that preserving 
the kilns was probably necessary (They didn't 
seem very certain as to why), but last week 
had no immediate solutions* The road remains 
open. 

AT WEEK'S END, 22-year-old Clifton Mason re¬ 
mained at the Dishop hospital, victim of three 
bullets fired into him in a "trespass" incident 
in which his admitted assailant, the caretaker 
of a ranch property upon which he intruded, re¬ 
mains free. "This was not," said Sheriff's In¬ 
spector Jim Randolph, "an open and shut thing. 
We don't feel it was a deliberate criminal act." 
M eanwhile, Sheriff Floyd Barton was scotching 
rumors that Mason was complaining that a depu¬ 
ty, not the caretaker, shot him. "I heard such 
rumors from our Indian liaison," said Barton, 
"but the man was out of his head when he came 
out of the coma." Still free pending further 
evidence in the case was R.B. Walker who had 
earlier complained that an intruder - maybe 
Mason - had rammed a pickup truck into a fence 
and gate at the ranch. See accompanying photo. 

4HH4- 

THE OAKLAND-BASED MONO LAKE COMMITTEE last week 
continued its barrage of warnings about the fu¬ 
ture state of Mono Lake drained as it is of 
its waters by the Department of Water and Pow- 

(NEWS BRIEFS Continued, Page 11) 
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Remote "8-Mile 
Ranch" north of 
Independence is 
secluded in a 
grove of trees 
at the end of 
a dirt road. On 
nearby posts and 
polls, signs 
warn away tres¬ 
passers. But ap¬ 
parently one in¬ 
truder came in 
anyway and was 
shot down. 
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The multi¬ 
million sale 
of the 
Ponderosa 
complex 
will lead to 
another, 
bigger 
development 
later on 


OXARART CONFIRMS 
HE HAS MURE PLANS 


Ponderosa complex - ’’...plans are not small, neither are the dollars...” 


(UMORS THERE THERE APLENTY, but not until he 


announced ''officially" last week the purch- bine laid out "about two and a half million" 


ase of the Ponderosa motel-bowling complex 


property at Bishop, did Frank Qxarart, speaking But the investment will go far beyond thatllm- 


for a business combine of which he is a member, 
confirm that his group has even greater plans 
than the Ponderosa development in store® 

Qxarart, along with John Young, Merton 
Pond, Roy Parsons and James Me Comb — all con¬ 
sidered high on any list of Bishop movers and 
shakers - would not elaborate on the post-Pon- 
derosa plans, but confirmed that considerable 
acreage, already selected, is involved. The 
confirmation came when re .sorters asked him ab¬ 
out the rumored plans while taLking to him ab¬ 
out the Ponderosa deal concluded last week. 

Oxarart, a lifelong career nan in commer¬ 
cial radio (He is the owner of Bishop's AM out¬ 
let, KIBS), formed a corporation with the oth¬ 
ers - Ponderosa Motels, Inc. - and on Sunday 
he takes over as new owner of the present Pon— 
derosa Motor Hotel, the shops in that building 
(as lessor), the bowling alley, and bar at the 
rear, and a large chunk of prime acreage at 
the rear of the entire complex® His plans are 
not small ones and neither are the dollar-am- 


ounts involved® For starters, the Qxarart com- 


for the purchase of the Ponderosa propertyo 


mediate plans call for an entire face-lifting, 
expansion of the bowling alley "if the popula¬ 
tion here justifies it," construction of a din- 
nar house, and, on the vacant lots to the west, 
tne construction of forty condominiums and an 
expansion (by one hundred rooms) of the motor 
hotel • 

It all started, recounts Oxarart, "about 
a year ago" when he approached Roy Parsons who 
crwns the property along with Ralph Atkinson 
and Ken B (1 j ley. Ad the plans developed, At¬ 
kinson decided, as he said last week, to get 
out of the business "and let new ideas and new 
money take over®" Bg and the other partners 
had developed the property in 1970, adding the 
bawling alley three years ago® Atkinson sdid 
he and his partners had themselves envisioned 
expansion, but that, thanks to zoning, "it is 
all we could go for®" 

There had been some early resistance to 
the condo idea, some zoning hurdles to over— 

(Continued next page) 




Ralph Atkinson and the boviinq alley he mananes until Sunday 

Letting "new ideas and new money tal'e over.” 
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PONDEROSA, Continued 

come, but Qxarart' says those issues and prob¬ 
lems are "just about all cleared" through the 
planning offices* 

About "a million dollars will go into the 
Ponderosa," he said* And Partner Parsons will 
be the builder, starting within 30 days on the 
big job - the condominiums. Although it wasn't 
discussed, the project is expected to be still 
another shot-in-the-arm for the Inyo economy, 
all fears of "growth problems" aside* The new 
owners - who announced their purchase in a 
brief press release that afforded KIBS news¬ 
man John Hemler a noon-news scoop - will take 
some steps toward upgrading the town's single 
bowLing alley; they may add more lanes, dep¬ 
ending on need. John Young, one of the part¬ 
ners, will retain his management of the radio 
station. He said plans include an eight-lane 
expansion of the alleys "if the population 
justifies it*" Young pointed out that a survey 
("National figures show one lane per 1^)0 peo¬ 
ple") may or may not apply here* "We have a 
lot more bowlers here," said Youngo 

The idea-man behind the deal, and the 
one behind future plans - Qxarart - calls the 
Ponderosa project "one of the largest business 
and land transactions in the Owens Valley in 
recent years." ’.VIth that, few would disagree. 

Asked if his motel project will become 
part of a "chain" group like Travelodge, Best 
"estern, etc., Qxarart said no 0 H e added with 
a certain wistfulness: "I wish it were." 

Although *oung remains the manager of 
the radio station ("Best man I've seen in a 
lot of years," said Owner Qxarart), he will 
also assume immediate management of the bowl¬ 
ing alley. 

The new motor hotel will be Inyo's first 
four-story building, and the condominiums vail 
rise "two or three stories" in a courtyard a>- 
rangement with entranceways to the south, al¬ 
lowing condo-owners entrance to the court 
without driving through the motel and bowling 
parking lot to the east. 

The condos are already "about one-third 
sold," mostly to mature, retired people who 
are selling their homes. Most of them are two- 
bedroom arrangements and they sell at an at¬ 
tractively low price of "about $60,000." 

"It won't be an old folks home, not at 
all," said Qxarart, "but not for young famil¬ 
ies, either. There will be no play area fcr 
kids. It will look like la Jolla." 

Like La Jolla? 

Oxarart explained that the condos will 
have the new, modern look popular now in Cal¬ 
ifornia's southland. "We'll pay a lot of at¬ 
tention to cosmetic work," he said* If the 
job gets underway, as planned, in the next 30 
days, it should be completed in "about nine 
months." 

"We want to dresa it up," assured the 
ambitious developer who at 69 puts in his bid 
as another "growth" booster at Bishop* But can 
Bishop and Inyo County support all this for¬ 
ward momentum? Qxarart says yes. "It's afflu¬ 
ent enough here. Six million tourists drive 
through here in a year. The future of Bishop 
is tremendous." 

And if there is "change" in Bishop (a 
"change" of both kinds, monetary and other¬ 
wise), it is a needed change, says Qxarart. 
"^et's us local people see the change instead! 
of somebody out of the area." 

And what about space? DWP's holdings? 
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Qxarart says the "land-locked" condition in 
the county which is due mostly to the owner¬ 
ship by DWP of most of the private land, is 
"no real problem." 

"There is space, plenty of it, only five 
or ten minutes out of town. There's land. Peo¬ 
ple down south drive many more miles than that 
to get to work every day. They won't mind that 
short trip. The potential here is tremendous." 

And then Qxarart was asked about future 
plans that had been rumored. He allowed as how 
he may "do more and bigger things," but asked 
that details not yet be made public until the 
new package is evolved and deals are conclud¬ 
ed. 

And what is the nature of the future de¬ 
velopment? Although Qxarart would not release 
information on it, the name of his corporation 
may provide a clue. It is Ponderosa Motels, 
i nc....with an "s"...and so far, there is on¬ 
ly one Ponderosa Motel. 


REMEMBER: 

Hungry kids everywhere. 
Help feed them. 




‘THANK 

YOU...’ 


/ t always hurts to lose - but it 's great 
to know I had people like you behind me, 
working for me and helping me right down to 
the line. Win, lose or draw. I'll always ap¬ 
preciate the people who helped me with my 
campaign. They worked with loyalty and tire¬ 
lessness . 

With friends like you, nobody could ever 
really lose a lot. Thank you again. 


ROGER GLIDDEN 




















































































^E P A I /? 


is coming 


...So, how about buyinq YOUR liv¬ 
ing doll (whether she's young or not 
so younq) a beautiful doll she can ad¬ 
mire and love. 

FASHION DOLLS * BOTTLE DOLLS * RAG DOLLS 
These and much more. Some with wardrobes 

PS: Santa does his shopping here! 


CAR AND HOME STEREOS 


140 Whitney Alley - Bishop 

Telephone 873-6550 


214 W. BUSH 
876-5717 


873-4924 


breakfast 


Morning rusn- 
Quick servi 

Best lunches 
Oust plain 


H\ MOUNTAIN 

e ' , f;>c w £y 

^RENTALS 


John Boothe 


FOR YOUR CONNECTION 

•SEWER PIPE CUTTERS •TEST PLUGS 
•TRENCHER • BACK HOE 

• DUMP TRUCK «MISC. PLUMBING TOOLS 

GARDEN EQUIP: ROTO TILLERS, LAWN MOWERS, 
WEED EATERS 

MON-FRI 8am-5.:30pm SAT 8am-5pm 


K j^7^=CAFE 

ON HIGHWAY 395 ♦INDEPENDENCE 




THIS COUPON GOOD FOR 
AN ADDITIONAL 


ON DISCONTINUED STYLES 
OF MEN’S SLACKS I'. 


DISCOUNT 

(TOTAL 50% OFF) 

Bring it in for BIG SAVINGS 


MENS WEAR 

YARDAGE and 
LINENS LonePim 


i Levrs 
















































































1. LONE PINE: Choice 3.20-acre parcel 
in the Alabama Hills. Stream run¬ 
ning through. C25,000. 

Z. LONE PINE: Income property: three 
units. Cozy l-bedroom home with 
fireplace, garage, workshop, nice 
yard. Fruit trees and grapes..plus 
two small rentals. Many extras. A 
good buy at C-55,000. 

3. LONE PINE: One of Lone Pine’s fin¬ 
est. Large, comfortable family home. 
Huge game room and patio for enter¬ 
taining on a grand scale. CHS,000. 



bus. (714) 876-4121 rcs - ( 7l4 ) 876-4442 


C PAT ROBERTS/associate 

CLYDE GEORGE/associate ^ 

ii rcs. (714) 876-5864 

bus. (714) 876-4121^ 


310 so. main street, suite 108 lone pine. California 93545 



873 3215 

'In th# Town and Country Shopping Center* 621 W. Line St. 



Men's dress shoes, 10?, discount., .and another line, a 
special section of men's dress shoes at 50% DISCOUNT! 
...And still more bargains in women's shoes. 


...GOBBLE UP THE 
BARGAINS AT 
LLOYD’S 


Stop in and see our new winter line of men's suits, 
jackets, shirts....everything to keep you 'best- 
dressed'for the holidays! 


SHOES • WESTERN WEAR 
SADDLERY 

LONE PINE, CALIF. 93545 

876-4371 
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The count 
is an 
exacting 
and urgent 
process 


T hey start to work 
at about 8 o 'clock 
on election nighty 

under pressure of the 
knowledge that an entire 
electorate will he ur¬ 
gently eager to know the I 
results of what they do .I 
It will he a long nightX 
Ahead of them will be * 
moments of furious ac¬ 
tivity interspersed with 
periods of weary wait¬ 
ing - even boredom as 

the hours pass and most ^ deputy brinqs in sealed cases of ballots from outlvinn poll. 

* everyone has run out of 
conversation and the sense 
of levity that permeates 
the early evening . The 
first count is almost in¬ 
variably that of the In¬ 
dependence box;' it comes 
from right next door from 
the basement of the court¬ 
house • Sometimes, but not 
always % it provides a samp- 
ling of what the rest of 
t^e vote trend may u e. r .ast 
weeex cert for the state 
races , it \'asn't muc v % elp: 
everybo ly wante 7 to know 
what was ^aovening at 'sh¬ 
op. 

As t^e u oxes come in, 
women ( y7 o^o ^nows w^y men 
rarely participate *n t 1yy 's 
vart of the elector* r* 7 oroo- 
ess) ta^e t^e ^allots , go 
through them , 'mad’e suv° they 
are ready for the computer . 

Women go through them, making them ready for the computer 

Deputies (above) bring the 
sealed ballots from outlying 
polls . They are checked over, 
counted fed into the computer 
in the county's General Serv¬ 
ices office. An IBM represent¬ 
ative is there to help; last 
week, the machine started to 
mangle ballots, and he specu¬ 
lated that hand moistener us¬ 
ed in handling ballots may 1 
have been the cause. Without 
too many delays, the IBM man 
and Data Processor George Tan 
zen had things moving again. 

It was 2 a.m. and Bishop rad¬ 
io listeners were champing at 
the bit; the races there had 
been hotly contested. By ZgZO 
a.m. it was all in. Dog-tir¬ 
ed, they packed it up. 








A 


Photos: John Heston 
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County Clerk Rita Bromley and Data Processor George Tantzen 





...AND WHEN THE COUNTING IS OVER...THE VICTORS 



' ■ «. • ■ ! ^T "TTTlWttTOrr't1WWWMglW 

H.R."Lefty'' Irwin Wilma Muth Bill Thomas Walter Stiern Phil Wvman 

Supervisor Supervisor Congressman State Senator Assemblyman 


Aftermath 


ELECTION POST-MORTEM 


’’It is better to bear the ills we 
have than to go to those we know not 
of. " -Hamlet ' 

N ot so, said the good polk of into county 

who, unlike Shakespeare's character, are 
less eager to suri-ender the statehouse 
and the courthouse to people and patterns of 
which they have lately heartily disapproved. 

In no case in a ballot loaded with choic¬ 
es did the Inyo electorate vote to retain the 
status quo. If one of their supervisors, Wil¬ 
ma Jdith, was returned to office, it was only 
because the vote against her was split - this, 
thanks to a June 6 tie between her opponents. 
She returns to office not with the political 
base she needs, but because of a quirk of the 
election laws* It is, sadly in some cases, a 
trend' 

It is all part of the current trend; in 
some cases a sad one. Assemblyman Larry Chim- 
bole, the man who brought the "mule races" to 
%shop, went down the tube, and so would have 
State Senator Walter Stiern had the rest of 
the constituency voted like Inyo. People have 
been far unhappier with the proceedings in 
the courthouse than most of the officeholders 
there realize. Government at all levels it ap¬ 
pears is under the gun of the electorate that 
is not so much impressed by words any more* 
For the incumbents of Inyo, the Bishop 
city election of some months back should have 
provided a warning, or at least a signal, ab¬ 


out the way people are thinking; two public 
attitudes wore then plainly revealed: People 
want their pols on the doorstep working for 
the votes they get, and they want them do¬ 
ing an unrdstakably selfless and honest job 
once in office* 

Judging by the vote here, it would al¬ 
so appear that it is no longer publicly ac¬ 
ceptable that the incumbents merely do the 
right tiling; they now must do all the right 
tilings for the right reasons. It is a fact 
that some of the presently secure office¬ 
holders at Independence might well heed for 
the sake of future elections* 

The unseating of the heretofore popu¬ 
lar supervisor, Herbert London was almost as 
predictable as the next tide at Point Reyes. 
Sold County Administrator John K. Smith: "I 
told him some time back that he was in troub¬ 
le, that I expected him to lose. He was up 
against Lefty Irwin and I* c fty Irwin goes door- 
to-door making friends every day of his life. 
Herb wasn't close enough to the people to be 
re-elected*" 

And how about the new supervisor for 
District One? Smith and Irwin have locked 
horns for longer than either of them would 
like to remember. On that, Smith says, "I 
don't think it is very serious. Remember, I 
have run-ins with every supervisor every week 
and, besides, it takes more than one to move 
me out. In any case, I expect no problems; 
Lefty may turn out to be one of the best sup¬ 
ervisors we ever had*" 

For 12 years, London held the office, 
but for the conservative especially, there is 
(See ELECTION on Page 15) 



"VOTE" T-shirts turned up from a company supplyinq election materials. 

A little late to encourage voting - the polls had already closed - but 
for the workers it was a monotony-breaker. Almost all put them on. 
























Gift subscription 


3e ni i he .™ar. Vlaoe ^ , deduct 

-Z‘es^^ : . 

mai 1 ' + rates jUj- 

m f rom -v» 

Clip and mail today 


lt£ IM ews- T e tt e r | 

SUBSCRIPTION y 

] 50 Weeks | j 25 Weeks | | 3 Months p 

i; i ‘ $25 $13 $7 ii 


tij SEND TO. 
ADDRESS. 
CITY_ 


> 


STATE 


. ZIP. 


_]Payment enclosed ! | piease bill 


me 




Expanded Value plus 
Compact Convenience 



ROOF PRISM 
BINOCULARS 

When you raise a Nikon Roof Prism Binocular to 
your eyes, you’ll know what bright, comfortable 
viewing really means. The secret? Nikon optical 
glass, advanced prism design, combined with 
precision engineering, resulting in a light and 
compact binocular that rivals larger and more 
expensive models in image sharpness and 
brilliance. Great for travel, sports, and bird 
watching. Try it yourself, and see the difference 
Nikon quality makes! 


Nikon 8x24 Roof Prism 
Binoculars . . . only 



...Another qreat gift idea from 

Phillips Camera House 

B,SHOP PHONE: 872-4211 
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7 will not lose 
touch with 
the people’ 


That's a promise I made, and a promise 
I will keep as the supervisor for Inyo 
County District 1. I want to know your 
views and will be responsive to them. 

And I want you to know mv view It is 
this: I most sincerely aonreciate the 
support and encouraaement from vou. 

LEFTY' IRWIN 


I'LL WORK 
IN THE 
INTEREST OF 
GOOD 

GOVERNMENT, 

* 


That was my platform. 

That is my promise. 

That is your mandate. 

I want to thank the people of the 
Third Supervisorial District for 
the confidence they have shown in 
me in re-electing me as their Inyo 
County Supervisor. I will sincere¬ 
ly try to demonstrate that such 
confidence is justified. 


WILMA MUTH 
















































With an excuse considered somewhat flimsier than the building it involved, the Department of 

■'ater and Power moved ahead last week with its plans to tear down the old DWP building at 
Independence; the decision caused an uproar among some Independence people who saw it as ad¬ 
ding insult to injury: already , DWP had moved out, taking large numbers of personnel and de¬ 
pleting further the already-threatened enrollment at the local school. Attempting to block 
the move , the planning department's Randy Pestor said he has applied for a grant from the 
state to make a survey determining what buildings should remain as "historic. " Will tearing 
down the DWP building hurt the local economy? or the community? "Definitelysaid County 
Administrator John K. Smith."Their first move already has." And why is DWP determined to de¬ 
stroy the building (which, conceivably, might be used to expand overcrowded offices)? DWP 
says "It fails to meet...the standard for earthquake safety." 


NEWS BRIEFS, Continued 

er. "The death of Mono Lake will be an eco¬ 
logical and environmental disaster of major 
proiportions. The gulls are (only) the tip of 
the iceberg. Millions of other birds depen¬ 
dent on the lake have nowhere else to go. 
Clouds of alkali dust will be swept from the 
exposed lakebottom into the ^astern Sierran 
atmosphere, polluting the air and jeopardiz¬ 
ing the health of plants, animals and humans 
far from Mono's shores. A grand and haunting 
landscape of National Park stature will be 
lost forever." Also grand and haunting: the 
DWF si lence on the matter; DWP wishes that 
the environmentalists, like the gulls, would 
go away. 

MORE ELK WILL BE REMOVED FROM INYO. The De¬ 
partment of ^’ish and dame will take to the 
air again to fire tranquilizer darts into 
the hides of the county's proliferating elk, 
then haul them away - hopefully unharmed - 
to other, more hospitable grazing lands, They 
will take about 25 more elk, reducing the lo¬ 
cal herd to about U90. F&G sees the elk game 
as an endless, hopeless one, since the elk 
have neither natural enemies nor hunters to 
keep their numbers within bounds, but preser- 
vation grou ps have demanded they be saved• 


WITH A LITTLE HELP FROM THE SUPERVISORS who 
may be weary of "environmental" red tape, a 
mining company managed to sidestep the de¬ 
mand for an environmental impact report last 
week. The supervisors directed the planning 
department to prepare a "negative declaration" 
- a document stating there will be no harm to 
the environment - which will permit the "Ren¬ 
egade Mines" to go to work on a pozzolan min¬ 
ing property near the Dunmovin Community in 
southern Inyo. "Pozzalon" is a substance used 
in concrete. Mine spokesman David ^oover said 
his company may hire up to 1*0 or 50 workers 
on the project "depending on the market." A 
planning commission directive had ordered him 
to provide an EIR, but his appeal to the sup¬ 
ervisors fell on less environmentally con¬ 
cerned ears than those in the planning depart¬ 
ment. "I 4 .O or 50" jobs for the southern Inyo 
area looked pretty good as a shot for the 
sagging local economy. And besides, figured 
the supervisors, Dunmovin doesn't have much 
environment vo rth worrying about anyway. 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK: That of Outgoing School 
Superintendent Mel Bernasconi at a discussion 
meeting of the Propositions on the recent bal¬ 
lot: Talking about the "homosexual teachers" 

issue, he said "It's too bad that a nice word 
like 'gay' has to be ruined." 
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D andv Pestor 

"after the survey" 


WESTERN ART 




Antiques 


2293 North Sierra Hwy., Bishop CA 93514 
Telephone (714) 873-550S 

Georgi Ana Smith Nora Jean Wagoner 


.Ski poles, boots 
Top name-brands; "Track," "Trucker" 
...accessories. See them now at 


K 


(714) 873 5070 ' jg 

i&z and <Sfioxt JbhopfiE, 


’772 NORTH MAIN STREET 
BISHOP. CALIFORNIA 9351-4 


SKIS 


Any time now. 
. ..be ready! 

































YOUR 

VIEW 




DRUM 


W JL 

LETTERS AND COMMENT 


The Neva-Letter welcomes letters and comment relevant 
current public issues. The editors will publish here 
those considered timely and stating concise view¬ 
points . Letters and statements should he addrea 



sed to PO Box 531, Independence 93526. The editors remind News-Letter '3 readers. _ 

that publication of a letter does not necessarily imply either agreement with its con¬ 
tent or a guarantee of its accuracy; it is FORUM's goal merely to provide open discussion. 


INYO EMPLOYEES' "RETIREMENT" MONEY; 

AND - "WITH SMILES" - A SHOT AT HANFORD 

To The Editors 

This letter is written in response to a 
statement by Mike Hanford, the assistant to 
the county administrator, as reported in your 
issue of Nov* 7, 1978, regarding the "benefit" 
the county employees supposedly received this 
year. In this M Catch-22" situation, Mr. Han¬ 
ford called it "a communications gap. I don’t 
think this is a big deal." Who is he kidding? 
This guy should work for an insurance company} 
they seem always able to find one little item 
in small print that keeps the insured from 
collecting when it comes time to submit a 
claim. 

A "benefit" should affect 100$ of the 
permanent employees working for the county, 
if possible. Do you know how many people will 
retire this fiscal year? Maybe one - and no 
one has any possible names so far. The only 
people who are benefitted by the county pay¬ 
ing 50$ of the employees’ retirement contrib- 
utionare those employees planning to stay on 
until they are of retirement age. What the 
county did was pull the wool over our eyes. 
For example, if a person's retirement con¬ 
tribution is $60 a month, the county "gives" 
us half of that, or $30, on our paycheck and 
shows our contribution on our check stubs as 
$30. 

Well, where is the 50$ they pay for us? 
It goes into the county's retirement fund, 
collecting interest by the way on our money, 
and if an employee decides to quit he cannot 
touch the 50$ that the county so generously 
gives each of us. So where is the benefit? 

What we received was our own money, 
minus the interest we would have made had we 
been allowed to keep that 30 dollars or what¬ 
ever in our retirement savings where it be¬ 
longs . 

If the county wants to give us some¬ 
thing, why did they take away one of our ben¬ 
efits. The Public Employees Retirement Sys¬ 
tem (PERS) is a sure-fire savings account for 
all of us. We can't touch that money unless 
we quit or retire; but at least it’s ours, 
plus the interest that has accumulated on the 
total. Now the county ha 3 given us one-half 
of our own money we already had, and if we 
want to put it to work for us, collecting 
interest, we must take it and deposit it in 
a bank or credit union, etc. - which we al¬ 
ready had as a convenience before. 

■Where - again - is the benefit? 

You know, for a personnel office to 
trick us into thinking we actually received 
something this year, that is hitting us 
quite low. They received "bail-out" monies 
from the state and there is no reason why 
they can't just divide it up and add an eq¬ 
ual amount to everyone's check at one time; 
that way they wouldn't have to increase our 
salaries, which is not allowed this year. 
Remember, as taxpayers of the state, we 
helped put that money in the state treasury 
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That way, PERS would not ho tampered 
with, and it is the way many of us would pre¬ 
fer to have it. Note* Nothing would be taken 
away from those people who will benefit from 
what has been done, but why not give us all 
something to enjoy equally as well. 

Mr. Hanford appears to think that this 
will be an incentive to county employees to 
stick with the county. In light of Proposition 
13, I'm not personally thinking about next 
year or ten years from now. The people who will 
benefit are the lifers; they won't get laid off 
next year when Proposition 13 really shows its 
effects, but the ones who didn't benefit this 
year m 11 probably not be around after next year 
anyway because we were the last hired. So, who 
is worried about next year; we need the money 
now, and not in the way our personnel depart¬ 
ment handled it. If the county has the money, 
it should share with all of us now - not just 
with the people who are planning to stick ar¬ 
ound for the rest of their working life. 

And to top it off, the personnel depart¬ 
ment naively wants to know why morale is badI 
Ironic. Who would be happy under these circum¬ 
stances? It is obvious that the public servant 
is not important here. It is the county gov¬ 
ernment that has benefitted, using our money, 
which they "gave us," but we haven't seen yet; 
collecting interest on it which will be used 
to pay other people's retirement when we are 
long gone - if in fact they den't discover 
meanwhile some way to trick them too. I wond¬ 
er, by the way, who will pay taxes on that mo¬ 
ney? 

I think the only way to keep this from 
happening next year - if any of the concerned 
employees are here next year - is to join a 
UNION. Then the personnel department may have 
to listen for a change. 

Another solutions Get rid of Mike Han¬ 
ford, the biggest waste of taxpayers' money 
in the county. Without him, many lawsuits may 
have been avoided - added to the fact that he 
does nothing, and we could all divide his sal¬ 
ary and use it...with a smilei 

- A concerned county 
employee 

(Name witheld on request) 

(Editor's note: "Concerned County employee" 
apparently has some rather sharp insights into 
the county administration 's personnel game. 
News-Letter contacted County Administrator 
John Smith asking him if the county had dealt 
in good faith with its employees this past 
year, and, predictably, he said he knew of no 
attempt to "pull the wool over th.e employees' 
eyes." However, this and other escalating em¬ 
ployee problems is rapidly becoming a costly 
matter, due largely to the fact that Inyo 
County ’s government has so far neglected to 
admit that in personnel matters at least it 
is somewhere back in the 19th century, and. 
that pork-barrel volitics - i.e., the hiring 
of "friends" and the firing o? political enem¬ 
ies or critics - should have been abandoned as 
(FORUM Continued, next page) 













FORUM, Continued 

a policy of government sometime in the post 
World War I era, but wasn't. The voters 
showed their sentiments in such matters in 
the recent supervisorial election, defeat¬ 
ing an incumbent and re-electing another as 
a minority candidate. Even as this letter 
arrived on News-Letter's desk, still other 
"personnel" matters were back in the news. 
For that story, read the account in this 
issue. And, while we're about it, we might 
point out that if they were rooked by the 
county's negotiators this year, the employ¬ 
ees themselves are not altogether blame¬ 
less; the county administrator himself has 
admitted that when the employees ' associa¬ 
tion has strong, intelligent leadership, 
the employees benefit, and that when they 
don't, they will suffer. The employees’ 
negotiator should have caught the county 's 
"Catch-22" gimmick 'way back last summer 
before agreeing to it as a "benefit," 
which clearly it is - to the bureaucrats, 
but not the employees. As for "morale” in 
Inyo 's County government, the administra¬ 
tion remains 'blissfully unaware of the true- 
state of things, all the while complaining 
of "inefficiency" among employees. Modern 
industry , along with modern government, has 
discovered that "efficiency" increases in 
direct ratio with employee interest and mo¬ 
rale, but that simple and obvious truth 
appears to be lost upon the antiquated 
diehards now holding high office here.) 

•5H6-* 

AN UNSLANTED PAT ON 
THE NEWS-LETTER BACK 

News-LetterJ 

We have been enjoying your "News¬ 
letter" very much - Most refreshing to read 
"unslanted" news reporting for a change. 

P.S. Mono lake is evaporating at a 
terrible rate - particularly notibeable 
this Fall. 

P.P.S.- Bat don t quote me. 

- A Mono County 
reader. 

(Editor’s note: Okay, we won't quote 
you - and we’ll stay "unslanted" too.) 

*** 

THE BLM EXTENDS A DIPLOMATIC "FEELER"; 

AND THE "OTHER SIDE OF THE COIN" 

Dear Ms. Kessler: 

Enclosed is the media release on our 
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The Children of 
Mr. and Mrs. LeRoy Coulter 
Request the pleasure of your company 
J V at a party 

honouring the Twenty-Fifth Anniversary 
of the marriage of their parents 
on Saturday, the eighteenth of November 
nineteen hundred and seventy-eight 
at seven-thirty in the evening 
American Legion Hall 
Independence, California 
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upcoming geothermal meeting in L 0 ne Pine. Janis 
Bowles, our geothermal leader with the Bakers¬ 
field District will be running the meeting. 

If you would like to interview her I 
would be glad to set something up. Just let me 
know - telephone above. 

Also.....Please Benett, let me set up an 
interview with the wilderness team leader when 
we have our meeting in Lone Pine (Wilderness 
feting), December U*. As a former newsman I 
can appreciate your editorials regarding the 
wilderness situation. However....there are two 
sides to every coin. There is a congressional 
mandate that we are forced to follow. I will, 
if you desire, set up an exclusive with either 
Lou Boll, district manager, or Chuck Tulloss, 
wilderness co—ordinator. They can give you good, 
straight—from—the—shoulder stuff that may help 
your further coverage of the wilderness program. 

At any rate I think it would be super 
for you to at least meet them. 

- Regards, 

Paul Savercool 
Public affairs 
office, BIH 

(Editor's note: Okay, Paul. We’ll meet 
them individually or collectively. Ewords or 
pistols?) 

*** 

A LETTER FROM THE END OF NOWHERE; 

AMD A PLATE OF A DIFFERENT COLOR 

Dear John and Benett, 

Yesterday, a young Navajo boy came to me 
and asked, "Do you have a tape recorder?" I told 
him that I did not. Then, I remembered the one 
you loaned me, -which is still in my Toyota. Your 
recorder saved the day. 

After school, I let a number of students 
meet in my classroom to play recordso Because it 
is religious music, they cannot play it in the 
dorm or classrooms. Many of the teachers will not 
allow it at any time. I do* I happen to believe 
that they will not be "ruined" by secular music, 
just as I was not "ruined" by comic books. 

I teach 3rd and Uth grades. The mission at 
which Y work is way out in the middle of nowhere. 
So isolated. About 60 miles from the postoffice. 

I love my work. Now that the kids have quit "test¬ 
ing" me to see where the boundaries are, I can 
be friendly wi th them. At first, I came on as 
"mean" until I let them know that my ward goes. 
Exit "Wicked Witch of the West," enter "Beautiflil 
Blue Fairy." Friends ask me if I have a burden 
for the Indians. I don't. It just seems that, at 
present, where I am called, there are Indians. 

We do get along well. Today, at the lunch table, 
we were teasing one girl because she had a diff¬ 
erent plate than the rest of us. I said, "You 
don‘t belong at our table; the color of your plate 
doesn't match ours." She answered, "You don't be¬ 
long at our table; you are not the same color as 
we." We all laughed. We were teasing - but, so 
often, this is the attitude of people. 

I guess the reason I am writing to you ab¬ 
out this is that you feel as I do about this "fou- 
must-fit-the-pattem" attitude. 

...I miss not receiving your News-Letter out 
here. With no TV or radio, I am really behind 
times. A friend who just visited was amazed and 
amused that I didn't know we had a new Pope.. 

- Gloria Lems 
La Vida Mission 
Farmington, N.M. 871*01 
(Editor’s note: A suhscrivtion to V-T, is on 
the way to Ms. Lewis, a resident of Lone Pine.) 
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■Notes from B.K. 



BENETT KESSLER 
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REMEMBER JIM CQMDNTOESKI OF INDEPENDENCE - the outspoken critic of DTP 1 s met¬ 
ering? Recently, the DWP crews were back at his place installing a meter on 
his home. They said he just smiled. And...the smile probably got bigger: the 
crew finished up its work installing the meter, to discover it didn't work. 

Jim's not complaining. 

AND NO COMPLAINTS EITHER FROM GARY SCHIID: H e's the Paradise Lodge owner and 
he just closed up the place after a long and, we're told, profitable season. 

S child and family will be heading up to Tahoe to spend the winter skiing ard 
doing pretty much whatever they want. The new outside dance pavillion by the 
creek was a big hit this past summer; the crowds came in...and was it worth 
all the work and effort? Says Schild, with a twinkle: "You bet*" 

#■** 

AND MORE ON THE DINING-DANCING SCENE: "Mule City" at Bishop - which, we're thinking, may have 

lost something when it'lost, its original name, the 
"Embers" - may not appear at first glance to be o- 
pen. It is, definitely. On weekends it's a swinging 
place. And they're swinging to the "Harris Brothers" 
.. which is a local group smart enough to know that 

just absolutely everybody in the world isn't crazy 
about rock and "country." It's a group with a fair- 
to-good show, but between numbers too much talk and 
"dead-air time." Worth hearing though. But if you 
look for anything fancy, forget; they'll serve your 
drink or your Coke in a plastic glass. And still 
some mixed reports on whether "Mule" will become a 
disco. Whether it does or doesn't, the dance crowd 
will be separated from the restaurant by enough dis¬ 
tance to keep the noise from disturbing the diges- 
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tion. What everybody's really looking for around here is some kind of place where they dance 
with their hats off, and maybe even their ties on. 

**-«• 

THE FIERY, FORMER CONSUMER REPORTER, ELLEN STERN HARRIS who reportedly was fired from the L.A. 
Times vhen she began taking reportorial shots at the Metropolitan Water District and its free¬ 
wheeling handling of money, may now be going back to work - this time for the Herald-Examiner.. 
Ellen recently made a blitz tour through Inyo and Mono to find out still more about the over¬ 
all state water situation and where a few of the DWP—MWD skeletons are hanging in i/hat closets. 

*•#-* 

OKAY, ALL YOU GUTS, 'FESS UP. Who took Dr. Dillon's tarantula? He flew in (one of the weekend 
fly-in doctors) with the tarantula in a jar (a pet?), and left it somewhere around the North¬ 
ern Inyo emergency room. Somebody ripped him off. So let's get that spider back to the doc, 
okay guys? 

•Met* 

VERY PLEASANT PEOPLE DEPARTMENT: William Bauer of Lone Pine, ^e's a former school official. 

We were talking to him the other day arxi he said the only complaint he's got about the News- 
Letter is that it's - can you believe? - "too much like Life magazine." Now, Bauer, ole bud¬ 
dy, you know very well that with us flattery will get you everywhere. 

■JHHfr 

MY DAD BACK IN OHIO IS A JUDGE, AND ONE WITH A CERTAIN SENSE OF HUMOR. A lot of striking tea¬ 
chers were ordered to go back to work; they didn't; he held then in contempt and ordered them 
to jail, but with an option allowing them to avoid the county workhouse; write papers on how 
people should have respect for the law. Many of them complied. 

*** 

DINING OUT RECENTLY: Hizzoner-the-mayor Bob Campbell and M s . Campbell and Former City Council- 
man Jim Ellis and his missus. Also - a pleasant enoounter of the nice kind with Curt Wagner 
of "agner Builders. 

***• 

AND WHERE DOES EVERYBODY GO (SOMETIMES) for the Monday night football game? — Over to the 
"Club" at Big Pine where the management has set up a dining room in the lounge area so the 
fans can^dine on Chef Murray Clay's fare while they watch in living, crunching color the big 
game. It s been a big hit, until one recent Monday when, inexplicably, nodody showed. Under 
it's license, "The Club" can't advertise. Or maybe people just couldn't handle Howard Cosell 
with dinner, which I can understand. 

*** 

NEAT PROMO: THAT OF BISHOP CHIROPRACTOR DAVID PINKSTON: Crooked pens all bent out of shape 
and stamped with the line: "Get me to my chiropractor - quick." 

**-#■ 

...AND MAY THE NEWS IN YOUR DAY BE GOOD NEWS, every day.... 


Sincerely, 
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Federal Plaintiff Pound 

No settlement so far 

The county's ill-defined and sometimes oolitically convenient "personnel" policy, seen by ma¬ 
ny to be either no policy at all or a policy for administrative expediency, came home to 
roost last week in the form of federal court summonses served on members of the board of sup¬ 
ervisors. Win, lose or draw, Inyo’s administration stands to lose a costly bundle in the suit 
which could have earlier been settled for "Plaintiff Jack bound’s costs. Pound went to court 
to tell his story about being hired and ordered to report to work after he turned do'wn anoth- 
er job and giving notice on the job he had. Three days before he was to start, the adminis¬ 
trator's office abruptly changed its mind. Pound was out of a job and worked through much of 
the summer pumping gas. He asked for his losses and offered to settle out of court. R ut the 
administration - attempting to save face and find someone to pass the buck to - doggedly dec¬ 
ided against a cheap settlement (only about $2400), and will go to court. "How T’m looking ?or 
more," says Pound angrily. His attorney says there are clear contractural and even constitu¬ 
tional issues at stake. r ounty officials meanwhile deny that their o'M attorneys advised them 
to settle -die case. 


FLECTION, Continued 

a general tendency and capacity for tunnel-vis¬ 
ion. What worked last year may not work this 
year or even next month, as some are finding. 
London may not have won the agreement of every¬ 
one he served - Clearly, he did not. ^e did, 
however, win the respect of most of those he 
worked with - even when seeming to doze at 
board meetings. 

But Irwin has that - and more; the capac¬ 
ity of making friends "on the street," and es¬ 
pecially j r. the neighborhoods of northwest 
Bishop. Will he now get along with the admini¬ 
strative officers at the courthouse? Perhaps, 
but during his campaign he privately remarked 
about the unfettered "power" of same adminis¬ 


trators, and his concern over matters in the 
county's troubled "personnel" department, of 
which the picture-story above stands as only 
one remote example. 

Inyo County is made up of a majority of 
Democrats - who more often than not vote the 
straight hepublican ticket; they don't like 
the sound of the Democrats anymore, and this 
year some of their Republican leanings may 
have been because of ^erry Brown. Apparently, 
his lifestyle, probably more than his actual 
record, turned the Inyo Countians off. Or 
maybe they just want somebody who will agree 
to live in the governor's mansion, probably 
somebody with a wife unlike Linda Ronstadt. 

Was the election providing hand-writing 
on the v, 1 all? Smart incumbents think so. 
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It used to be the county's only drive-in theater, but DWP made him tear it down. 

Theater Owner Blair Hilborn gave up his effort to save the drive-in, then attempted 
its fixtures and buildings. He had only marginal success. Discovering that wind had 
ed a high school booster club concession stand at Bishop, he donated the timbers of 
er drive-in to the school. Last week, DWP’s land was once again clear. 


to sell 
destroy- 
the form- 
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HOSPITAL, Continued 

who reportedly stabbed himself three times in 
a suicide attempt at Stovepipe Wells in the 
^eath Valley area, was rushed to Southern In¬ 
yo Hospital, but had to be sent on - another 
half-hour's drive - to the hospital at Bish¬ 
op. On duty at the Lone Fine hospital was an 
emergency room doctor, but according to the 
hospital administrator he was unable to per¬ 
form surgery alone. An "on-call" doctor. Dr. 
Raymond Auvil, was said to be unavailable. 

Contacted about the situation at the hos¬ 
pital, Administrator Merlyn Finney was plainly 
upset about the situation, "a poor one," in 
his words. "The doctors," he explained, "feel 
they have a new freedom with the coverage by 
the emergency room doctor - but it's a false 
freedom. They've been tied down for years; 
they always counted on Dr. Wilson, but now he 
has retired." 

And - more bad news for the troubled hos¬ 
pital - "There may be some lawsuits by injured 
individuals." 

The condition of the hospital emergency 
service has apparently caused a rift between 
some hospital officials and the medical frat¬ 
ernity serving the southern part of the coun¬ 
ty. Said Hospital Board Member Bruce Ivey 5 


••T+. • 


t's a bad situation when a community this 
large - I’m speaking of the entire southern 
Inyo area - doesn't have good medical service. 

"We have fine doctors, but they're tired. 
The staff doctors feel they a re overworked; 
for years, they have worked seven days a week. 
They want to slow down but now they are caus¬ 
ing a problem for the community. 

«W e 're trying to get another doctor, and 
we 'll have one wl thin the next hundred and 
fifty days." 

But even with his - or her - arrival, the 
situation is little improved; with Wilson's 
retirement, a new doctor brings the medical 
staff number only to what it was a month ago, 
and Wilson was known for his willingness to 
drop everything and go to the aid of a pat¬ 
ient - a willingness unshared by many modern 
doctors o 

And "bad situation" was again the word 
used when reporters contacted Dr. David Lucas, 
the emergency doctor who comes to Southern In¬ 
yo from the Bay area. "I can't defend it," he 
said, "or put down the doctors. I've written 
a formal incident report for the administrat¬ 
or. 

I cannot accept an emergency surgical pa¬ 
tient without having three people for surgery; 
that's two doctors and an anesthesiologist. 

The state requires it. An acute-care medical 
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center has a responsibility. It’s sad, but 
true: They’ve fallen short• 11 

The visiting doctor was not without his 
own frustration - and anger - in the incident. 
tf I f m mad as hell, 11 he said# ”1 hate being in a 
position like this# 11 

And Administrator Pinney has other con¬ 
cerns — like the state accreditation of the 
hospital# And, aside from that, the concern - 
which at Lone Pine seans genuine - for an area 
including several thousand people, many of them 
elderly, that depend on the care available at 
the hospital# 

Lone Pine’s is not a problem exclusive 
to the area; it is widespread and touches on 
seemingly broader socioeconomical considera¬ 
tions. The ’’doctor shortage 11 and the issues of 
medical costs have opened up an entire new 
field of study and analysis: ’’bioethicsAnd 
on that, a national magazine, harper's, rec¬ 
ently posed a number of questions, though pro¬ 
vided few answers: 

How can public-health resources be 
distributed fairly? Some American 
communities have more hospital beds 
—and more enormously expensive 
equipment—than they can use. Others 
are hard put to maintain a resident 
doctor, much less a hospital. Lavish 
treatment for some and inadequate care 
for others is the rule. Can such ineq¬ 
uities he remedied without stringent 
government control of the assignment 
of doctors, nurses, and equipment? 

Should public-health policy seek a 
minimum decent level for all, or the 
greatest good for the greatest number, 
or the best possible average care in a 
given population? These objectives are 
by no means the same. Is there a basic 
right to health care, and what services 
should it encompass? Is it possible to 
exercise such a right in a medical 
market economy of fee-for-service and 
private insurance? 

Such broad philsophical concerns, howev¬ 
er, are unlikely to be the topics of future 
meetings of the hospital’s board; it would ap¬ 
pear that the hospital function itself is in 
immediate need of ’’emergency” action. And with 
that in mind the board members gather some¬ 
time Thursday to try to find some sort of im¬ 
mediate solution# 

Pinney said the board will discuss ’’the 
whole matter” at the meeting# 

And what about the man who stabbed him¬ 
self? He was recovering at %shop after a very 
long ride for help# Others have not been, and 
may not be, so lucky# 
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